


Minister’s Letter
“Smooth seas never made a skilled sailor.”
Welcome! Our theme for March is
“Challenge”, which is the next step of lived -
out hope, to keep persisting under difficult or
even adverse conditions. Recent flooding of
Brisbane has affected many of you, with
major impacts to your homes and lives, or
your neighbours. You are in the midst of
managing significant upheaval, or assisting
others who have been inundated, and our
hearts and prayers are with you. Challenging
times are asking questions of us, how do we
respond?
Hereʼs an example of an ad placed in a London
newspaper by Ernest Shackleton in the early 1900s:
“Men wanted for hazardous journey. Low wages,
bitter cold, long hours of complete darkness. Safe
return doubtful. Honour and recognition in event of
success.”
Shackleton received hundreds of applications! People were eager to face
a challenge that would threaten their lives, when they believed the goal
was worth pursuing (to reach the South Pole).
Considering your own experience, itʼs likely proved thereʼs no avoiding a
range of challenges if we follow Jesus in our lives. True Christianity is no
easy sell. We do not call people only to a crown but first to a cross.
Anyone who promises smooth seas and plain sailing hasnʼt read the
Gospels. We are inseparably bound to Jesus, we are part of the Body of
Christ, so we share in his sufferings. Yet our participation in trials and
difficulties – as Paul found – also allows us to share in the abundant
encouragement and comfort that our Saviour provides. “For just as the
sufferings of Christ flow over into our lives, so also, through Christ, our
comfort flows” (2 Corinthians 1: 5)
As we go through this next phase of challenge in our city, reach out to
assist and encourage those around you in need, with the very real
encouragement of the Holy Spirit within you – providing you with the
comfort, hope and endurance to face whatever may be before you. Please
do reach out to your church for any assistance you require, we are eager
to help.

Keep drinking from His well (Isaiah 12:3)
Matt Smith

Worship
Information
9.30am
SundayMorning
Please join us afterwards
formorning tea&achat
downstairs in the hall.

Youarealsowelcome to receive
prayerministry following
worshipat the front of the church.

OnlineGiving
Weare thankful that people at
TUCaregenerousgivers in
moreways thanone: giving their
time, sharing their gifts
and donatingfinancially.

We take upanofferingduring
eachworship service onSundays.
These fundsareused for the
continuation ofministries at TUC.

Thesedays,manyof us
don t̓ carry cash, so youmaylike
to set upanongoing, direct-
transfer offering throughyour
bank using thesedetails:

NationalAustralia Bank
(NAB)

UnitingChurch Toowong
General Parish Fund

BSB: 084424

A/c No:508563314

Matt Smith l Lead Minister
0409 917 729 matt@toowongunitingchurch.org.au
Please note Mattʼs day off is Wednesday

Clare Hankamer l Families Pastor
0432 861 841 c_hankamer@hotmail.com

Boram Lee l Office Manager
3870 9684 info@toowongunitingchurch.org.au

Madeline Kim l Ministries & Communications Coordinator
madeline@toowongunitingchurch.org.au

Dianne Hubbard l Care & Connect - Pastoral Care
dianne.j.hubbard@gmail.com

Will Stewart l Church Council Chair
walswdes@gmail.com

Kate Green l Congregational Chair
kategreenqld@gmail.com

Sue O’Brien l Congregational Secretary
sobrien868@gmail.com

Get in Touch

ToowongUnitingChurch
82SherwoodRoad, Toowong,QLD,4066
Office: 11GroveStreet, Toowong,QLD,4066

Phone: 3870 9684
Email: info@toowongunitingchurch.org.au
Hours: 9.00am- 2.00 pmMon,WedandFri

www.toowongunitingchurch.org
www.facebook.com/toowonguniting
www.youtube.com/c/ToowongUnitingChurch

Matt Smith
LeadMinister
Matt andNarelle areexcited
tobegrowing into the TUC
community.Matt is constantly
thankful for thededicated staff
teamhe is part of.
For prayerand counselling,
please contactMatt on
0409 917729.
Please note thatMatt s̓ day
off isWednesday.



Bible Readings
HereareourBible readings for the next fewweeks.
Youmight like to readalongat home!

Lent - Amos 5: 18 - 24
13March:
6March:

Wedding Feast - Luke 14: 7 - 24
Luke 18: 9 - 14

Pray Continuously - Luke 11: 5 - 8
James - Genesis 50: 22 - 26

20March:
27March:

Message fromLocal Chappy,Mandy
Iʼm a chaplain in QASMT two days a week working to
provide social, emotional and spiritual support to
students, parents and staff. One highlight in my
chaplaincy role is to provide free breakfast every
Thursday through-out the term before students start their
day. We also have a dozen Year 11 students volunteering
and serving with us. I am also involved in the school-wide
events and a visible presence on the school ground. I
also run and organise chappy games and lunchtime

activities during the breaks. Recently, I have been supporting the debating
club, and it has been a great opportunity for me to get to know the students!

Chaplaincy has been very rewarding, though it can get busy sometimes.
Something special about the QASMT chaplaincy is that we have committed
Local Chaplaincy Committee members from different churches, organising
fundraising for us. I cannot do my job without their prayers and support
from the body of Christ! Students in our school are also very well-behaved
and work hard for their studies. I am very grateful that I can work in such an
amazing school and be the hands and feet of Jesus in a local high school.

Support our
Local Chappy:
MandyChiang

MandyChiang is our local ScriptureUnionChaplain
at theQueenslandAcademyfor Science Mathematics

and Technology in Toowong.

Everyweek,MandyrunsBreakfastClub for the
students before school so they can haveameal and

spend some timewith oneanother.

If you d̓ like to help supportMandy,please bring
along somebottles of long life juice and jars of jam to
the collection point in the foyer.Wehaveit on good

authority that thestudents prefer apple juice to orange!

Apple Juice&Jamfor
BreakfastClub!

Mandy Chiang,
Local Chappy at QASMT

wen-yueh.chiang@
suchaplaincy.org.au



Datesfor
TUCActivities
Manyof ourregular activities are continuing to roll
inMarch. If circumstances should change,wewill
keep youposted.

English Conversation:
EveryMonday 10 am

TuesdayBible Study:
Every Tuesday 7 pm

Playgroups:
Every Thurs & Fri 9.30 am

YouthGroup:
Every second Fri 7pm (4th, 11th, 25th)



Never
9%

Rarely
6%

Sometimes
15%

Often
18%

Always
52%

Your Feedback at a glance

What's Important to you?

1st Fellowship 

2nd Sermon

3rd Music

4th Prayer

5th Communion

Rarely
4%

Sometimes
23%

Often
38%

Always
35%

Never
3%

Sometimes
15%

Often
46%

Always
36%

I feel my gifts and talents are 
used in this congregation

Individual & small group prayer 
are an important part of our church

52% ‘Always’
feel safe to pray 

and share issues in 
a small group

52% ‘Always’
experience the 

presence of God’s 
love through others 

in our church

6% 3%
24%

45%

21%

I am keen to welcome those
who are considered on the

fringes of society

0% 3% 9%9%
18%

27%
39% 33% 33%30%

21%
12%

21% 24% 18%

There are a number of
opportunities that our

congregation provides to engage
local community in relationships
& service for the common good.

I feel comfortable sharing my
personal experienes with others
beyond our congregation about

what Jesus means to me

I take opportunities to build
relationships with people in our
local community that may not

know Jesus

Never Rarely Sometimes Often Always

I feel safe to pray and share 
issues in a small group

75% ‘Often’
feel their gifts and 
talents are used in 
this congregation

Rarely
3%

Sometimes
9%

Often
36%

Always
52%

I experience the presence of 
God's love through others in 

our church

Rarely
4%

Sometimes
31%

Often
27%

Always
38%

Our Congregation has a strong 
sense of mission and purpose

65% believe that 
our congregation 

has a strong sense 
of mission and 

purpose

Thank you for your involvement in the church review.
Your responses and feedbacks are all precious and helpful

towards vitalising the congregation and the community
and further developing the ministries at TUC and beyond.

Here are some results for your reference.

82% believe
individual & small
group prayers are
an important part of 

TUC

Sometimes
12%

Often
21%

Always
67%

I feel cared for in this 
congregation

More than half 
responded that TUC 

provides 
opportunities to 
engage the local 

community

Everyone feels 
they are cared for 

in this 
congregation

90% are keen to 
welcome those 

who are 
considered on the 
fringes of society

78% find sharing 
personal 

experiences with 
others comfortable

For more details about
feedback analysis, 

contact us:
info@toowong

unitingchurch.org.au



Leopards
Preschool - Grade 2

Lions
Grade 3 - Grade 5

Clare Hankamer
Families Pastor
Clare oversees KATS and
Youth and runs the Thursday
Playgroup. Clare has a PhD
in Horticulture with significant
experience in both church
and community youth work in
the UK and Australia.

Contact Clare for details
0432 861 841

Youth Group
Grades 6 - Grade12

UnitingWorld
: Lent Event

Here2Stay -
Chat Matters

Tearfund -
Lent devotional

Children’s & Youth Ministry
For Parents
You are amazing! I hope you know that Our Father God is with you;
loving you and guiding you at this important time of life.
Please know that the whole Church family are supporting you in
prayer.
As a parent, I go back to this verse in Isaiah again and again for
encouragement:

He tends his flock like a shepherd:
He gathers the lambs in his arms

and carries them close to his heart;
he gently leads those that have young. (Isaiah 40:11)

KATS (Toddlers - Grade 5)
KATS stands for Kids at Toowong on Sunday and is our Sunday
morning childrenʼs program run during the school term. The
children leave after the childrenʼs talk to gather in their Leopard
and Lion age groups. An enthusiastic group of volunteers lead
these groups, teaching the children about God in a fun and friendly
environment. The Scripture Union Light curriculum is used for KATS.
KATS will meet every Sunday in 2022.

Youth (Grades 6 - 12)
This year we are launching a new look youth group which will
combine Junior and Senior Youth Groups and will meet every
second Friday night in the Hall. We pray that it will be a great
evening to hang out with friends and to spend some time asking the
big questions of life and to pray and worship together.
We really love seeing our young people take part in worship on
Sundays. We seek to support and encourage them to discover their
leadership gifts and to be looking at ways to serve God in the
Church and Community.

Children’s & Youth Events
A number of events are run during the year, such as the Youth
camp, the Moonwalk and the Light Party. Keep checking the
newsletter and enews for updates about these events.

Safe Ministry with Children
TUC has adopted the Uniting Church in Australia Queensland
Synodʼs Safe Ministry with Children policy and believes that every
person is precious to God and in following Jesusʼ example, we are
committed to providing a safe church for all, particularly those who
are vulnerable.
All volunteers working with children at TUC have up-to-date Blue
Cards and have completed the Safe Ministry with Children training.

Resources for Families
I imagine your children, like mine, have lots of questions.

As this new year unfolds, we are facing many new challenges that our children
have very important questions about. We may feel stuck as to how to answer.
We may be struggling with some big questions ourselves. Itʼs important to
admit we donʼt always have answers.

I hope you can take time to explore these questions with your child and allow
them to return to them again and again. This helps them to feel at ease asking
questions and encourages curiosity about who God is.

The Book of Job explores some of the big questions and Godʼs response.

Iʼve put together some free resources that you may like to use:

Lent Resources Ideas for Family time

Free Bible apps
For Children

Superbook Bible App – is a spinoff from the video series which
depicts 2 children who time travel with the help of a robot into actual
Bible events and how they apply these experiences to their lives. It is
aimed at Primary-aged children.

Bible for Kids App – fun way to help your lower Primary-aged child
learn Bible stories

For you and your teenagers

Bible in One Year Devotional App – youth and adult versions
available. Really good Bible teaching from Nicky Gumbel

You Version Bible App – offers a range of Bible devotions for adults
and teens

https://donate.unitingworld.org.au/event/lent-event/home
https://here2stay.org.au/chatmatters/
https://www.tearfund.org/campaigns/lent-devotional


Encounter
B R E M E R  B R I S B A N E  P R E S B Y T E R Y

C O M B I N E D  Y O U T H  G R O U P  N I G H T

7 - 9 P M ,  $ 5

11 March
Chapel Hill Uniting

 

3 June
Forest Lake Uniting

 

26 August
Ipswich Uniting, Glebe Rd 

 

18 November
 Darra Uniting

2
02

2

Date
s and  Locations

For more information contact Jo Reynoldson jojo_scarlett89@hotmail.com

https://eastermadness.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/thegardenUQ/
https://www.instagram.com/thegardenbrisbane/?fbclid=IwAR3gSU9cGKBJ7u0jMT72vcifBf8T7lYkci3XVjpxJfhyYvW9kRzmodmu78A


SundayRoster:March 202213 FebTheGive - and - Takeof Lent (2March - 14April)

13Mar 20Mar 27Mar 3April

9.30am 9.30am 9.30am 9.30am

Speaker KelvinW Matts Jisu S KelvinW

Elder DianneH DavidV BenR Will S

Reader Will S DianneH - Emilia B

Pastoral
Prayer RossH WendyB LaurelA Will S

Kids’ Talk WendyB ClareH JoR -

Door Kabir S
Jane T

- KarenN
CarlyK

SueO
Nikki B

Bathroom
Cleaner DavidV BenR ClareH Josephine R

Coffee
Machine - Brodie S

RosanneG BradM CarlyK
Brodie S

M’Tea Grace T
KarenB Brendan T WendyB

DianneH
KarenB
Grace T

Prayer
Ministry Neil D KarenN Will S WendyB

Offering
Counters Emilia B Grace T

Emilia B
KelvinW
Jane T

KarenN
Rob L

Tech Team
data:Asher
sound:Mitch

camera: Samuel

data: Bill
sound: Brad
camera: Luke

data:Grace
sound: Jack
camera: -

data: Luke
sound:Adrian
camera: Samuel

Music Team Thadeus, Yohannes,
Issy, Karen

David, Eli,
Adrian,Mex,

Amelia

Sue,Asher,
Boram

Jisu, Brad,
YeEun, Jordan,

Amelia

Giving up Taking on

□ social media □ Bible Study

□ soft drink or sugar □ daily Bible reading

□ worry □ volunteering

□ sleeping in □ letter of gratitude each day

□ binge-watching □ forgive

□ anger □ donate

□ working overtime □ The miracle morning

□ snacking □ Workout

□ alcohol □ Prayer journal



2Wed: Lent begins

5 Sat: Safe Space recommences

11 Fri: Encounter Chapel Hill UC

13 Sun: QASMT Chaplain to speak

16Wed: Church Council meeting

25 Fri: 7 pm Youth Group

27 Sun: AGM & BBQ

WeeklyEvents

PrayerMeeting
8.30 - 9.30amTuesdaysonZoom
contactMatt:
matt@toowongunitingchurch.org.au

English Conversation
10 - 11.30 amMondays
during the school term, in the hall
contact Jane: jftrewern@gmail.com

Playgroup
9.30 - 11.00amThursdays
9.30 - 11.00amFridays
during the school term, in the hall
contact Clare: c_hankamer@hotmail.com

March2022

10Mon: Palm Sunday Celebration KATS

14 Thu: Prayer Walk

15 Fri: Good Friday

17 Sun: Easter Sunday

20Wed: Church Council meeting

22 Fri: 7 pm Youth Group

24 Sun: Mt Coot-tha Church Picnic

April 2022


